COMMISSION 2016-2017 NEW YORK STATE AMERICORPS COMPETITIVE REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Q.  	Are recompeting grantees required to provide an evaluation plan in their 2016 	AmeriCorps application?
[bookmark: _GoBack]A.	Recompleting grantees are required to follow instructions in the NOTICE OF FEDERAL 	FUNDING OPPORTUNITY AmeriCorps State and National Grants FY 2016, Section E.,  	Application Fields 
E. Evaluation Plan (Required for recompeting grantees - 0 percent) ( Note: This section is reproduced here from the Corporation’s NOFO and was inadvertently not reproduced in the Commission’s RFP. It is a requirement for recompeting applicants as defined below. Please note the Commission’s deadline, below, which is different than the Corporation’s.)
If the applicant is competing for the first time, please enter N/A in the Evaluation Plan field since it pertains only to recompeting  grantees. If the applicant is recompeting for AmeriCorps funds for the first time (see definition of “recompeting” below) the program must submit its evaluation plan in the Evaluation Plan field in eGrants. If the applicant is recompeting for a  second or subsequent time, the program must submit its evaluation report via email to AdditionalDocuments@cns.gov and AmeriCorpsRFP@NewYorkersVolunteer.ny.gov,  by the New York State application deadline, November 24, 2015, 5:00 pm EST, as well as an evaluation plan for the next three-year period in the Evaluation Plan field in eGrants. Evaluations plans submitted outside of eGrants will not be reviewed. Evaluation plans must include as much information as possible for each of the following (see Frequently Asked Questions: Evaluation, available at http://www.nationalservice.gov/resources/evaluation/cncsevaluation-policies):
· A short description of the theory of change - why the proposed intervention is expected to produce the proposed results 
· Outcome of interest - clear and measurable outcomes that are aligned with the theory of change and will be assessed during the evaluation
·  Research questions to be addressed by the study - concrete research questions (or hypotheses) that are clearly connected to the outcomes 
· Study components – a) a proposed research design for the evaluation including a rationale for the design selected, an assessment of its strengths and limitations, and a description of the main components; b) description of the sampling methods, measurement tools, and data collection procedures, and c) an analysis plan 
· Qualifications needed for the evaluator 
· The estimated budget. For more information about evaluation plans visit the CNCS Knowledge Network’s Evaluation Resources: 
http://www.nationalservice.gov/resources/evaluation/planning-evaluation.
 The evaluation requirements differ depending on the amount of the grant, as described in 45 CFR §2522.710: 
· If the applicant is a State/Territory subgrantee and/or National Direct Grantee (other than an Education Award Program grantee), and its average annual CNCS program grant is $500,000 or more, it must arrange for an external evaluation of the program, and it must submit the evaluation with any subsequent application to CNCS for competitive funds as required in 45 CFR §2522.730. 
· If the applicant is a State/Territory subgrantee and/or National Direct Grantee whose average annual CNCS program grant is less than $500,000, or an Education Award Program Grantee, it must conduct an internal or an external evaluation of the program, and it must submit the evaluation with any subsequent application to CNCS for competitive funds as required in 45 CFR §2522.730. 
A program will be considered a recompeting application if it satisfies the CNCS definition of “same project” (see Glossary) and has been funded competitively for at least one complete three-year cycle. If the project satisfies the definition of same project and the applicant has completed one three-year cycle, it will be required to submit an evaluation plan. If the project satisfied the definition of same project and the applicant has completed two or more three-year cycles, the applicant will be required to submit an evaluation report as well as an evaluation plan for the upcoming 3 year grant. If the project does not satisfy the definition of recompeting, it will not be required to submit an evaluation plan, or completed evaluation report. 
The Evaluation Plan field of eGrants does not count towards the page limit of the application; however, it does have a set character limit. Applicants should print out the plan to ensure the narrative does not exceed the character limits when entered in eGrants. State/Territory subgrantees and/or National Direct Grantees with an average annual CNCS program grant of $500,000 or more that are recompeting for funds are eligible to apply for approval of an alternative evaluation approach. Grantees requesting approval of an alternative evaluation approach should submit a request for approval of an alternative evaluation approach along with their evaluation plan in the Evaluation Summary or Plan field in eGrants. The request should clearly explain: (a) the evaluation constraints faced by the program, (b) why the proposed approach is the most rigorous option feasible, and (c) how the proposed alternative approach will help the grantee build their evidence base. Evaluation plans should include, at a minimum, the required elements listed in this Notice. The evaluation plan must be consistent with the information submitted in the competitive funding application and in the request for approval of an alternative evaluation approach. More information on alternative evaluation approaches can be found at: https://www.nationalserviceresources.gov/files/guidance_for_grantees_approval_of_alternative_evaluation_approach.pdf.
· If the request for the alternative evaluation approach and the evaluation plan itself will exceed the character limit of the evaluation summary or plan field in eGrants, the applicant should do the following: Enter the evaluation plan in the evaluation summary or plan filed in eGrants.
· Include a note in the evaluation summary or plan field stating that the applicant is requesting an alternative evaluation approach. 
· Include the alternative evaluation approach at the END of the application narrative with the heading “REQUEST FOR ALTERNATIVE EVALUATION APPROACH.” This section of the application narrative will not count against the page limit. 
